STATE OF MAI NE Docket No. 98-953
PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COMM SSI ON

Decenmber 23, 1998

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON NOTI CE OF | NVESTI GATI ON;
| nvestigation to Determ ne ORDER TO ANSVER

Whet her New Engl and Tel ephone &

Tel egraph Conpany d/b/a Bell Atlantic-

Mai ne, Pursuant to Section 252(i)

of the Tel Act of 1996, to O fer

a Previously-Approved | nterconnection

Agreenent to Sprint Communications, L.P

VELCH, Chairnman; NUGENT and DI AMOND, Conm ssioners

On Decenber 3, 1998, Sprint Communications Conpany, L.P
(Sprint) filed a request that the Comm ssion rule that Sprint has
the right under section 252(i) of the Federal Tel econmuni cations
Act of 1996 (47 U.S.C. 8§ 252(i)) to adopt in full an existing
Comm ssi on- approved i nterconnection agreenent between New Engl and
Tel ephone & Tel egraph Conpany d/b/a Bell Atlantic-Mai ne (BA-NME)
and COVAV. W consider Sprint’s request to be a request that
this Comm ssion commence an investigation pursuant to 35-A
MR S.A 8§ 1303. The interconnection agreenent between BA- ME and
COVAV was approved by this Comm ssion on July 2, 1998, in Docket
No. 98-446

47 U.S.C. 8§ 252(i) states:

(1) AVAILABILITY TO OTHER
TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS CARRI ERS. - A | ocal exchange
carrier shall nmake avail abl e any
i nterconnection service, or network el enent
provi ded under an agreenent approved under
this section to which it is a party to any
ot her requesting tel econmunications carrier
upon the same terns and conditions as those
provided in the agreenent.

Sprint states that Bell Atlantic has refused to allow Sprint
to execute an interconnection agreenent that is identical to the
BA- ME - COMAV agreenment. Sprint states further that Bel
Atlantic will only execute an agreenent if it contains a
provision stating that internet traffic is intrastate in nature
and is not subject to reciprocal conpensation.



Notice of Investigation . . . -2 - Docket No. 98-953

Sprint’s request presents an inportant issue under 47 U S.C
§ 252(i). We therefore will commence an investigation, and we
order Bell Atlantic to answer the allegations contained in
Sprint’s request, a copy of which is attached. The answer shall
include a list of all references to internet traffic that are
contained in the BA-ME - COMVAV agreenent. Bell Atlantic shal
file a responsive answer on or before January 6, 1999.

Dat ed at Augusta, Miine this 23rd day of Decenber, 1998.
BY ORDER OF THE COWM SSI ON

Dennis L. Keschl
Adm nistrative Director

COWMM SSI ONERS VOTI NG FOR: Wl ch
Nugent
D anond



